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PERFORMANCE NOTES

“Ave Maria” was originally written for men’s voices (ATB) and organ in
October 2003 for the Choir of St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast. This later version
from 2004 was composed for St Anne’s and the sister cathedral, St Peter’s,
also in Belfast, for the joint Advent Carol Service sung by the two choirs
with the addition of the two treble parts. The music is sustained and has great
reverence reflecting the very special nature and role of the Virgin Mary. Its
prayerful and contemplative style stems from a simple melody that concludes
with an inspiring Amen and Ave Maria.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Philip Stopford is a composer and conductor focusing on sacred choral
music for professional and amateur choirs. He was a chorister at Westminster
Abbey and Director of Music at St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast as well as
working at Truro, Canterbury and Chester Cathedrals. For more biographical
information, please visit www.ecclesium.co.uk



For St. Peter’s and St. Anne’s Cathedral Choirs, Belfast

Ave Maria

For SSATB and Organ
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